
fuly 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on ‘prepaid calling card 
semices. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and milimy 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, aprepaid card may be the only option they have to stay comecred 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s.appointmenc or 
stay in touch with family and &ends. These cards offm convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisdy what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those coosurners that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially ‘increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other cornmuiities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kdhleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Military personnel stationed in the U.S. and all over the world rely heavily upon low-cost 
telecommunications services tc keep in touch with family and friends back home. But pending 
before the FCC i s  n proposal that would introduce new charges and fees on these cards that we 
depend upon to stay connected, immcdiately harming the tens of thousands of American service 
men and women stationed worldwide. 

I understand that the FCC is cousidering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. American service personnel, partkuiarly those who move 
frequently, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to keep in touch with their families at set, 
affordable rates. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, military personnel 
could, quite literally, be lett without access to telephone service. Raising the price ofprepaid 
calling cards will directly hann individuals who are most in need of vital phone service 10 keep 
their loved ones within reach. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in thc cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility o f  calling cards for our service men and women. Please look out for our 
miliary personnel and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Cormnissioner Kathleen Abernathv 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Conlmissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Coiigressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to slay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

cos: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioncr Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator I 

Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

1 am writing to ask that the FCC not impose ncw hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Miodties, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. m y  of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to m y  connected 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointmenq or 
stay iu touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged mas, consumers 1iteraJly 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state” access charges 
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fdnnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latho and other communities gain 
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martii 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and rniIim 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prcpaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family m d  friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged m, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC w-11 do if it inflicts new “in-slate.” access charges 
and other faes on prepaid cards, The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least d o r d  to 
bear it  

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities g a k  
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on Anierican consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congress person 
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July 7,2004 

C h d i a n  Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE. WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for p p a i d  calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. he-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fxed and low income consumers hostage, wc should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on faed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoinbnents that we all have. 

I simply find it unimagnable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC sbould stand np for consumer interests aver corporate gain by keepiug 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, A 

cos: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissions ~ a ~ e e n  ~iernethy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman hfichael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Chairman Powell 

The 'FCC should not impose new access chargcs and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply driie up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch h their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half ofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in parl because. 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they c m o t  
meet the credit rating or h e w  deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fim payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards tb stay "connected" as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe other daily appoiniments that we all have 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation's largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for ccmsnmer interest# over eorpomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael C o p s  
C0rnmissionr;r Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Mchad Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th StreeG S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communiries rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or aordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new chages and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I undersutnd that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
cortain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fmed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to Iocal 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and otbers face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many c m ~ u m m  
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price incrcases. 

Imposing in-sme charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,. 
de*oying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, locd 
telephonc companies to collect such charges, even when they do not Sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making rhese services substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely, 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abeinathy 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

j Cornmissioner Kevin Martin 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12th street, S.W. 

’ RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

8 Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. - 
The Latino community is parbcularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Prepaid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone senrice costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fxed incomes depend eniirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or h e w  deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon bebre 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consurncrs can make calls from payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay ‘‘mnneaed” 86 we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoinbnents that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of  snch 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over wiparate gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

Sincerely, 

’ 

ff 

B CCS: Commissioncr Michael Copps 
Commissioner Karhlem Abcmathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathm Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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8 July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th strm S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

R E  WC Docket No. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino mmmun~ is particularly sensitive to any price increase for prepaid calling cards, , approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, hslfof the households with incomes 
below 620,000 have used prepad cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because 
they save consumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fued and low income consumers hostage, we should 
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local phone compaoies insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls fmm payphones or &e telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to slay “connected” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many ofthe 0th- daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over eorpomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid d i n g  cards a priority. 

@ 

Sincerely, 

* ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 

Senator 
Senator 
Congresspason 

8 Commissioner Jonathan Adelskin 
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July 7, 2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washingon, DC 20554 
t 

RE: WC Docket No. 03.133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 

touch with family and friends. But pcnding before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
wkphone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at sei affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

8 

accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for ajob or affordable housing to staying in b 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consnmers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals Wfio can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in &e cost of prepaid calls, 
demoying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 

c telephone companies to collurt such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantidly less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerelv. 

t 

- 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Cornmissioner Kathleen Abernethy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in 
\ouch with family and fiends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediarely harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

@ I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. b y  Latinos, particularly those on fxed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar chdlenges. \ 

As a resuls prepaid calling cards are the only option available -without the- many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access IO telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price in-es. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards 10 disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to 8 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please 
look OUT for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
selvices. 

c 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Cha&an Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 
8 

Latino and orher minority comrnunil..~ rc 

touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand chat the FCC is considering applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit hiaory, bank accounts and orber means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to smy connected at set aflordable rates. 
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumes 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to c o l l a  such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these sem'ces mbstantialty less affordable. Please 
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to sraying in L 

* 

- 
missioner Michael Copps 

ommissioner Karhleen Abemathy 
Kevin Martin 

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docker No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling’tard 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens,’imrnipts, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay connected 
- to  make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable co% as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers litc+ly 
risk being disconnected ifthe prices ofthese cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-sta~~” access charges 
and orher fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would fuMd directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 
bear it. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardring the benefits Latino and other wmmunities gain 
fiom these services. Please stop any effort IO raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

\ 
are an affordable alternative to regular and 

e CCS: Commissioner Michael Copp  
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
p5 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell, 

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fecs on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Minorities, low-income families, senior c b s ,  immigrants, college students and military 
families rely upon calling card services for a vmkty of needs. Many ofthese consumers do not 
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone 
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only option they have to stay conoecred 
-to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, make a doctor’s appointment, or 
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predicfable cost, as 
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally 
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are 
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and 
wireless telephone services. 

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new %-state” access charges 
and other fees on prepaid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone 
companies while the burden would fall squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to 

d bearit. 

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increase the per 
minute charges on prepaid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain 
fiom these smices. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that 
these services are not subjeot to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Cows 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Comunicntions Commission 
445 12th street, S.W. 
Washingtow DC 20554 

RE: WC DocketNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely rrpon lowsost telewmmunications savices to 
aecomplirh many every day tasks, from looking for a job or afbrdable housing to staying in 
touch with family and Ecnds. But pending before the FCC is a pmposlthat would ineoduae 

*new chargcs and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately hermiag millions of 
htinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I mderstand that the FCC is considehg upplyiig 'in-statc" rneess charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid Caning card services. Many Latinos, particularly those. on tixe.d incomes or those 
establishiig a crediff history, bank accounts d other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepid calling c a d s  to stay connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, inmigarits, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite litarally, be left without BCC~M to telephone sclvicc. Raising the price of prepaid 
d i n g  cards will diredly harm individuals who can least afford price hreases. ' 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial in- in the cost of prepaid calk, 
destroying the ntility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumen. Allowing the large, local 
tclepbonc cornpanin to collcct such charges, cycn when they do not sell the calliug cad to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these sewices substantially less affordable. Please 
look out for mnsumers and refuse to impose new accebs charges and fees on prepaid calling fard 
services. 

CCS: CommissionaMichael Copps 
d Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 

Commissioner Wi Msnin 
Commissioner Yonsthan Adelsteia 
Senator 
Senator 
Conpssperson 
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July 7,2004 

Ch&an Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WCDocketNo. 03-133 

I 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to 
acoomplish many every day tasks, h r n  looking for e job or affordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and Wends. But pending before the FCC is a proposaltbatumdd inuoduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is consideringapplying '%state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid d i g  card services. Many Latinos, particulnrly those on fixed incomes orthose 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local 
telephoae service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stny connected at set affordable rates. 
Students, iuuuipats, senior citizens, and others face similnr challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards me the only option avaikble- without than, many consumers 
buld, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price ofprepaid 
d i g  cards will dircctly harm individuals who crm least 

Imposing in-smte charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cast  of prepaid calk, 
destroying the utility of calliig cards to disadvnntaged O D I ~ S U ~ ~ .  Allowing the l e ,  local 
telcphone companies to collect such charges, even whcn they do not sell the calling card to a 
C ~ ~ Y I M ,  would drive up prices; thus making these sewices substantially less dordable. Please 
look out for consurnas and refme to impose new afcss charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

price morcnses. 

c 
ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commisdoner Kevin MSmn 
Commissioner Jonarhan Adelstein. 

Senator 
Congressperson 

I 

s, 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communicatiom Commission 

Washington, DC 20554 
445 12tb street, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications sewices to 
accomplish many every day tasks, &om looking for a job or affordable housing fo mying in 
touch with family and %ends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would intrcduoc 
new charges and fas upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
satinos and other co- nationwide. 

I understand that the FCC is considering applying "m-sfa!e'' access chargw and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling csrd smrices. Many Latinos, particularly those on ked hcomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accoums and othcr means newssty to subscriie to local 
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calliag ear& to stay conocoted at set affordable rates. 
Stndec& immigrants, senior c h s  and otbcrs face dmilar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid d i n g  wb are the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, quite l i i l l y ,  be I& wlthcmt access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly hann individuals who can lead afford price inneases. 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the coat of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvanraged consumem. Allowing the large, local 
telephone mmpauics to collect such charges. even whea they do not sell the calling d to a 
customer, would drive np prices; thus making these services substantially less &ortiable. Please 
look out for consumm and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid d i n g  card 
services. 

8 

Sicerely, 

t 

CCB: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner lonarhan A+Istein 

Senator 
Congreespmn 

*- 

4 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communidom Commission 
445 12th seen, S.W. 
Washmgton, DC 20554 

RE. WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chahnan Powell: 
8 

Latino and other minority communities n, upon w-coct te~eeommmicati~s services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, hm looking for a job or n€Fordable housing to wing in 
touch with famity and fiends. But pending before the PCC is a proposal that would inlmduce 
new cbarges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of 
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I unders&and that the FCC is Considerhg applying "in-state" access charges and other fees on 
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Ltmos, particulariy those on f h d  incomes or those 
establishing a d i t  history, bank ~ccounts and orha means necessary to subscrk to local 
telephone senice, rely upon these prepaid calling wds to stay connected at s a  affordable rates. 
Students, imrnigranu, senior citizens, and others fafe shidar challenges. 

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available - without them, maoy c o m e r s  
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raidng the price ofprepaid 
calling cards will d d y  ham individuals who can least afford price increases. 

kposing in-state charges would amount to a subStantiat increase in &e cost of prepaid calls, 
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged conmuners. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companics to collec4 sucb chsrger, wen when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these seMces substnntially less aE&le. Please 
look out for mnsurners and refuse to impose new ~coess charges and fees on prepaid calling card 
services. 

Sincerely. 

ccs: Commissioner Mi=& Copps 
Cammissioner Kathleen Abemarhy 
Commissiiner Kevin uartin 
C0mmiSSionor Jonathan Adelskin 
Senator Senator =+W ;IBu 
Congre.sspemn 

t 
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July 7,2004 

C- ~ i c h a e l  P O W ~ I I  

Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th sbpd, S.W. 
Washingron, DC 20554 

RE: WCDoclretNo. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell. 

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunicatio~~~ services to 
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for ajob or afFordable housing to staying in 
touch with family and f+iends. But pending beforc tbc FCC is a propod that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon whicb we depend, inmediarely harming millions of 
Latinos and othcr consumers nationwide. 

d I undemrand that the FCC is considering applying ‘iwstate’’ aooess charger and othm f w  on 
certain prepaid calling card Cervices. Many Lntinos, particularly those on f m d  incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounb aud other means necesssly to subscribe to local 
telephone service, rely upon these. prepaid calling mds to stay mmeded at sct affordable rates. 
SNdents, immigrants, senior c h s ,  and othm face similar cballenges. 

As a res& prepnid callmg cards are h e  only option available - d o t  the4 many consumers 
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will d d  harm individuals who WID lcast afford price inmases 

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a subsrantid increaJe in the a r t  of prepaid calls, 
destroying the d i t y  of calling cads to disadvanmged consumers. Allowing the large, local 
telephone companies to al l& such charges, even &en thy do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive up pricss; thus making these services substantially less affordeble. Please 
look out for consumers and rehe to impose new m e s s  charges and fees on prepaid &ling card 
services. 

8 

sincered 

&: cbmmissioncr Michael Coppr . u 
Commissioner Katbleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kwin Martin 
Commissionsr onathan Adclslein 

Senator 
Congressperson 

.e 

SmatorF* L 

i 
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July 7,2004 

Chainnau Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 

' 

Washington, DC 20554 
8 445 12th Skcel, S.W. 

RE: WC Docket NO. 03-133 8 

Chaiian Powell: 

The Latino community is pazticuhly smsitivc to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino bouseholds use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 havc used p e d  cards. Re-pdd calling cards are so pmalenf in part because 
they save mnsumers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income comnotm hostage, we should 
not be faced witb rising telephone seMce costs as well. In parhcular, maay low-income 
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely u p  prcpaid savice because they cannot 
meet tbc credit d n g  or hefty deposit n q h e a t s t h a t  local phone companies insist u p  before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, wnsumers can make calls f h n  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to smy %ormeaed" as we look for 
jobs, huot for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoinments that we all have. 

d I simply find ir unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards. 
Some of the &on's largest ielcpbone companies would be the largest beaeficim'cs of such 
charges. The FCC should a n d  up for conmmer intoreats over Ooiporate gain by keeping 
afcordable prepaid ulling c a d  P priority. 

8 

The FCC should not impose new acccgs charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. Ifyou 
move to increase the cost of tbese cards, you will simply drive up tbe cost for miuority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their wmmunities. 

ccs: Commissionex Michael Copps 
Commissioner Katblecn Ahemathy 
Commissioner Kcvin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
S-1 

Congresspason 

d 
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July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Fedeaal Communications Cammission 
445 12th seeet, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE WC DockctNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepajd d i n g  cards. If you 
move IO increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged idhiduals to siay in touch in their oommunitics. 

The Latino community is particularIy sensitive to any price in- far prc-paid calling cards; 
bpproxirnately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes 
below S20,OOO have used prepaid cardri. &-paid dl img cards are so pRvalem m part because 
they save cimmers money. 

With gas and milk prices already holdmg k e d  and low income wnsumen hostage, we should 
not be faced  wid^ rising telephone service costs rn well. Jil particular, may low-income 
h d o l d s  who are on fued incomes dcpcnd entkly upon prepaid serviw because they mmot 
meet the credit rating or he% deposit q w r e m m s  that local phone compaaies insist u p  before 
gening a phone. Wah prepaid cards, consumers can make calls t7om payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We urn use these cards to stay “cormeued” as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appoimments that we all have. 

d 

L 

d 

I simply fmd it uuimaginablc that the FCC would impose new charges and kes on these cards. 
Some of &e nation’s largest telephone mmpmies would be the largest berrcficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC s h o d  strnd up for cons~mer intrrsts over co6ponte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid calling urds E prbrily. 

Sincerely, 

pfs: Commissioner Michad Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abwpathy 
Commissioner Kevin Martin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 

Senator 
Congressp- 



07/14/2004 15:11 FAX @ 003  - 
July’ 7,2004 

ch8hal l  hfkhoel POW& 

Federal Communidons Commission 
445 12th Slreet S.W. 
Wsshmgton, DC 20554 

* 
RE: WCDosketNo. 03-133 

d 
Chairman Powell: 

The FCC sbould not impose new acoess charges and fees upon prepaid callmg cards. If you 
move to i n m e  the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to ~ a y  prie increase for pre-paid calling Caras: 
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. In- half of the households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid mds. Pre-paid calling wrds are so prevalent in part because 
they save wnsumers money. 

With gas and milk prices ahzady holding i5xed and low income wmumers hostage, we should 
not be f a e d  Wirh rising telephone service cusu as well. In particular. many low -mcorne - 
households who arc on 6 e d  incomes d e p d  mtirely upon prepaid service because they osnnoi 
meet the credit rating or he@ deposit requirements that local pbone comp’es insist upon before 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, CO~SUIIICSS can make calls fium payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We crin w e  these cards to stay “connected” ns we look for 
jobs, hunt far houses, or schedule many ofthe 0 t h  daily appoirrtmentr that we all have. 

I simply find it rmimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on lhese cnrds. 
Some of  the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC obould atand up ior consumer interda over coipomte gain by keeping 
affordable prepaid c a U i  urds a priority. 

I 

ccs: CommizSionerMichael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy 
Commissioner Kevin Manin 
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein 
Senator 
Senator 
Congressperson 

I 
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July 7,2004 

cbainnan Michael Powell 
Federal Communisattons Commission 
44s 12th stred, S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC DocLetNo. 03-133 

Chairman Powell: 

Thc FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards, Ifyou 
move to i n m e  the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost b mmority or 
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities. 

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any priec increase for prepaid calling cards; 
approximately 43% of Latino households use tbem. Indeed, halfofthe households with incomes 
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cardr are so prevalent in part bcceuso 
they save conmne-rs money. 

with gas and milk prices already holding fmed and low income consumus hostage, we should 

households who are on fured iasomes dapend entirely upon prepaid suvicc because t h q  cannot 
meet the credit raring or hefty depositrequirements that local phone companies insist upon Mom 
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, ansumm can make calls h m  payphones or the telephones 
of family members and neighbors. We can use t h e e  cards to stay"c0nnected~ as we look for 
jobs, hunt for houses, ar schedule m y  ofths other daily appointments that we all have. 

I simply fmd it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges aud fees on these cards. 
Some of rhe nation's largos telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such 
charges. The FCC should stnad up for consumer inter& over coipornte gaiu by keep% 
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. 

I 

c 

not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In pticular, may low-income -- 

CES: Commissioner Michael Coppo 
CommissionerKathleen Abernathy 

CommissioDer Jonathan Adelstein 
SeDator 

Congressperson 

d Commissioner K n i n  Martin 



July 7,2004 

Chairman Michael Powell 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th s e e  S.W. 
Washington, DC 20554 

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133 

Dear Chairman Powell; 

b 

d 

Latino and other midority communities rely UIX IOW-CO lecommunications services 3 
accomplish mnny every day tasks, from lw& for a job or affordable housing to shying in 
touch with family and h d s .  But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce 
new charges and fees upon services upon which m depend, immediately harming millions of 
btinos and other consumers nationwide. 

I undemand that the FCC is considering applying %-sate'' access ehnrges and other fees on 
certain prepnid calling card swices. Many Latinos, particularly those an fixed incomes or those 
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe l o  1 4  
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at se~ affordable rates. 
Studenm, inmiputs, smior citizans, and others face similar chdlengos. 

As a result, prepaid d i n g  cards me the only option available - without them, many consumers 
could, qnite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid 
calling cards will directly harm individuals who em las t  afford price incrcare~. 

Imposing in-mte charges would amouut to a substantial increase in the ccst of prepaid calls, 
destroyingthe Urilay of tailing cards to disadvantaged consumus. Allowing the large, local 
'Lclephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a 
customer, would drive. up prices; thus making tbese services substantially 1w affordable. Plcase 
look out for consumers ad refuse to impost new a m s  charges and fees on prepaid calling card 

8 services. 

ccs: Commissioner Michael Copps 
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy 
Commissioner Kevin Mamn 


